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Dear friends, the submission stage for Lensation 2020 is
completed now. Our esteemed jury panel will now review the
images. We will communicate with the short listed
participants by email on the first week of November 2020.
Pict-O-Real Club is thankful to all the photographers
participated in Lensation 2020 and wish you all good luck.
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Q. Tell us about yourself.

My name is Sandip Guha. I am a sales executive by
profession and a student of nature photography by passion. I
am from Cooch Behar, a small town at West Bengal. From my
childhood I was very interested in painting and artwork and
fascinated by nature around us.

Q. Why did you become a photographer?

I don't consider myself as a photographer yet rather I like
the term photography enthusiast. I started taking photograph
just to decrease pressure of day to day life and give some time
myself into the nature

Q. Do you remember your first click?

Yes, I do. I did a landscape with my multimedia phone.

Q. What were your initial gears? And what is your current
go-to choice?

Recently I am using Canon Eos 1200 D, EFS 55-250 mm
and Raynox 250 DCR. I want to shift my gears in near feature
to any decent body and Canon 100 – 400.
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Q. Tell us about this Photograph (the one won in the
contest), what’s the story behind this?

It was a cloudy day. I was searching for some macro
subject. Suddenly I saw a matting pair of long horn beetle.
With the help of my macro gears I took some close-up macro
but somehow couldn't satisfy myself and decided to portray
the whole ambiance. I took out my wide lens 18-55 mm and
took this photograph. My co-photographer helped me with
the proper lighting.

Image by 
Sandip Guha

Q. How do you balance life & photography?

If you love something equally you must balance, no other
options.

Q. What do you consider as the greatest achievement in this
field? Where do you want to see yourself in next one year?

I think after 7 years of photography, my only
achievement is in the field is knowing many species by their
name which I don’t knew.
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Q. Three things that you learned from your photography
experience?

Practice, Patience, Perfection

Q. Your feeling about Pict-O-Real Club, any feedback to
share?

A fantastic photographic club with great passionate
members, wish you all the success, thank you.
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Q. Tell us about yourself.

My name is Souvik Basu. My native city is Cooch Behar,
West Bengal in India. I am a passionate photographer.
Specially love to click the activities of wildlife around. I am
also a photographic contributor in the international
newspapers & magazines. I was well appreciated with
monetary rewards and accolades including awards &
certificates.

Q. Why did you become a photographer?

Since 2015, I was inclined towards photography,
specializing mainly in wildlife. I started with the never ending
urge to click better pictures and devote more time compelled
me to leave my job and impregnate myself into this beautiful
world of lenses and cameras. My confidence grew gradually, I
held my head high and never lost hope and struggled through
all the hurdles that came along the way in this journey but I
do cherish every moment of it and vouch to continue the
same for the rest of my life. It’s an wonderful and fascinating
journey which has increased my attraction towards wildlife.

Q. Do you remember your first click?

I’ve loved taking pictures on a Kodak camera since my
childhood. So perfectly I can’t remember the first picture.
However, in 2012, I took some amazing landscapes with my
Sony Cyber Shot DSC W-570 on My Kashmir Tour. The first
picture I took was in Patnitop, a beautiful view of the
mountains.
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Q. What were your initial gears? And what is your current
go-to choice?

I started with a semi DSLR Canon Sx 410 IS in 2015. I
bought my first DSLR Canon 700 D with 18-55 & 55-250 lenses
in 2016. And my current gadget is Canon 5D Mark III with a
Canon Prime 400 mm lens.

Q. Tell us about this Photograph (the one won in the
contest), what’s the story behind this?

I visited Mangalajodi Wetland, Odisha in India, with the
intention of observing & clicking the migratory birds. During
the trip, I was lucky enough to witness this sequence. The
Purple Heron killed a big fish for its lunch. The Purple Heron
was busy aligning the fish to gulp it down. In a sudden
moment, A Brahminy Kite appeared in the scene and directly
attacked the Purple Heron with the intention of snatching it
away from it, a typical predator! But the Purple Heron had a
heart of steel, it did not let go of its hard earned kill and
fought valiantly by spreading its wings to distract the
Brahminy Kite and cleverly it let go of the fish.

Image by 
Souvik Basu
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It was an outstanding experience for me to witness such a
rare natural history moment where the brave Purple Heron
counter attacked to protect its kill and food from the
Brahminy Kite.

Q. How do you balance life & photography?

The balance between life and photography is not an easy
one. The mind encourages intensive and focused work on
photography all the time. But another aspect of life becomes
an obstacle in this path, which, although painful, has to be
balanced. Which is not very easy for me.

Q. What do you consider as the greatest achievement in this 
field? Where do you want to see yourself in next one year?

National Geographic Yourshot published my photograph
in 2017 and that was the Biggest Appreciation in My Life till
date. I want to see myself become a more mature
photographer through my photographic journey after 1 year.
Not only through photography, but also through their
preservation & conversation related works through various
social messages to protect nature & all its species via my
photographic documentation.

Q. Three things that you learned from your photography 
experience. 

Three things which I have learned from my photography
experience are - hard work, patience & dedication.
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Q. If you did not become a photographer, what would have
been your alter-ego?

If I did not become a photographer, then I would have 
been the Doctor.

Q. Your feeling about Pict-O-Real Club. Any feedback to 
share?

I am fascinated by the effort to move forward together
with all of your members & admin panel from Pict-O-Real Club.
Your photographic competitions & yearly exhibition encourage
everyone to do well, and your various workshops help
newcomers learn new things in many ways. I also like your
various activities related to wildlife conservation.
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Q. Tell us about yourself.

 আিম িব˞নাথ চাকী, পিɩমবেǩর মুিশŪদাবাদ ĺজলার ĺছাǾ 
একǅ ƣাম পিɩমগািমনী ( বলরামপুর ) বসবাস কির ।
আিম অতȭ সাধারণ ঘেরর ĺছেল । ĺপশায় আিম কমŪচাির, 
(ĺʁশনাির ĺদাকােন কাজ কির) ।

Q. Why did you become a photographer?

 আিম ĺফসবুক ĺথেক মƟােƠা ছিব ĺদেখ অনƵুািণত হেয় 
মƟােƠা ছিব ĺতালা ˝˙ কির, ĺফসবুেক অেনেক ĺমাবাইল 
মƟােƠা কের এবং ĺসই ছিব ĺদেখ আমার ও মƟােƠা ছিব 
ĺতালার আƣহ বােড় এবং আিম একǅ  মƟােƠা ĺলȷ িকিন 
(ইেȱা ĺলȷ) এবং ĺমাবাইল িদেয় মƟােƠা ছিব ĺতালা ˝˙ 
কির । Ƶথম Ƶথম মƟােƠা ছিব তুলেত ĺগেল খুবই হাত কাপেতা 
এবং সাবেজǋ ĺক ĺফাকাস করেত একদমই পারতাম না, পের 
আসেত আসেত সাবেজǋ এ ĺফাকাস করেত িশখলাম, এবং 
Ƶকৃিতর অনƟানƟ অসাধারণ ˚প ĺক আিম আমার ĺলȷ বিȱ 
করেত লাগলাম ।

Q. Do you remember your first click?

 আমার Ƶথম িǓক িছল একটু সাধারণ মািছ এখন ও ĺবশ 
ʊɳ মেন আেছ।
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Q. What were your initial gears? And what is your current
go-to choice?

 আমার মƟােƠা ছিব ĺতালার অʃ হেলা ĺমাবাইল 
(Samsung Galaxy j8) ও ইেȱা ĺলȷ । ভিবষƟেত আমার খুব 
ইেǱ আেছ একটা কƟােমরা হােত িনেয় মƟােƠা ফেটাƣািফ করার।

Q. Tell us about this Photograph (the one won in the
contest), what’s the story behind this?

 ĺয ছিবǅ আিম কনেটȥ এ Ƶথম ʆান অিধকার কেরিছ 
ĺসই ছিবǅর িপছেনর গɤ হেলা, ĺসিদন কমŪেǘƯ ĺথেক বািড়েত 
দপুুের আসার পর আিম মােঠ যাই মƟােƠা ছিব তুলেত 
(Ƶিতিদনই যাই) এবং অেনক ĺঘারাঘুিরর পর হঠাৎই 
একǅ  ƣাস হপার ĺক Molting করার অবʆায় আিম ĺদিখ এবং 
আিম চটপট আমার পেকট ĺথেক আমার ĺলȷǅ ĺমাবাইেল ĺসট 
কের আিম মাǅেত ˝েয় অেনক ছিব িǓক কির, সবŪেশেষ আিম 
আমার জীবেনর একǅ ĺবʁ শট আিম Ƶািȼ কির, আিম খুব 
খুিশ হেয়িছলাম এই অসাধারণ মু˱ তŪ ǅেক আিম আমার ĺমাবাইেল 
ĺলȷ বিȱ করেত ĺপের ।

Image by 
Biswanath Chaki
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Q. How do you balance life & photography?

 আমার জীবন ও জীিবকার সােথ আিম িকভােব ফেটাƣািফ 
পিরচালনা কির, আিম Ƶথেমই বেলিছলাম আিম খুব সাধারন 
ঘেরর ĺছেল এবং একজন সাধারন কমŪচাির, এককথায় আিম 
একǅ ĺদাকােন কাজ কির, ĺসজনƟ আমােক ছিব তুলেত 
সাধারণত সকােলই ĺযেত হয়, ছিব তুেল আসার পর আমােক 
সকাল 10 টার মেধƟ কমŪেǘেƯ রওনা  িদেত হয়, আবার দপুুের 
ǅিফন করেত বািড়েত আিস 3 ĺটর সময় এবং তখন বািড়েত 
এেসই আিম মােঠ যাই ছিব ĺতালার ĺনশায়, ছিব তুেল এেস 
আিম আবার কমŪেǘেƯ রওনা িদই িবেকল 5 টার সময় তারপর 
সবŪেশেষ রািƯ 10 টাই ঘের িফির।

Q. What do you consider as the greatest achievement in this
field? Where do you want to see yourself in next one year?

 আসেল ছিব ĺতালা (ফেটাƣািফ) আমার জীবেনর 
একǅ  অনƟতম ĺপশা হেয় দািড়েয়েছ, কখনও ভািবিন এই ĺনশা 
একিদন ĺপশায় পিরণত হেব । এই ফেটাƣািফেত আমার অনƟতম 
ĺসরা Ƶািȼর মেধƟ Pict-O-Real Club এর এই Ƶািȼই আমার কােছ 
ĺসরা Ƶািȼ । পরবতʗ বছর ʟেলােত আিম যােত এই মƟােƠা 
ফেটাƣািফ িনেয় আেরা এিগেয় ĺযেত চাই এই মনɾামনা আেছ, 
আর Ƶকৃিতর অনƟানƟ অসাধারণ ˚প ĺদখার এখন ও অেনক 
বািক আেছ ĺসʟেলা িনেজর ĺচােখ ĺদেখ Ƶকৃিতর সােথ িমেশ 
ĺযেত চাই ।

Q. Three things that you learned from your photography 
experience. 

Ƶথমত ফেটাƣািফ করেত ĺগেল ফেটাƣািফর সােথ সােথ 
ভােলা মেনর মানষু হওয়া অতƟȭ Ƶেয়াজন, িʸতীয়ত মƟােƠা 
ফেটাƣািফ করেত িগেয় আিম ĺযটা িশেখিছ ĺয মƟােƠা ছিব িǓক 
করেত ĺগেল আেগ আপনােক Ƶকৃিত ĺক িচনেত হেব,  Ƶকৃিতর 
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সােথ িমশেত হেব, ওেদর ভাষা ĺবাঝার ĺচɳা করেত হেব । ˱ট 
কের িগেয় ĺপাকার সামেন ĺগেলই আপিন ছিব তুলেত পারেবন না, 
ওেদর কােছ িগেয় ওেদর মেনর কথা ĺবাঝার ĺচɳা করেত হেব ĺয 
িক করেল ওরা ভয় পােব না বা ভয় ĺপেয় উেড় পালােব না, 
তাই Ƶকৃিত ĺবাঝা অতƟȭ জ˙ির । তৃতীয়, ফেটাƣািফ একǅ আটŪ  
বা িশɤ এǅেক সȶান িদেবন ĺস ĺযরকম category ĺহাক না 
ĺকন, আপিন অনƟ কাওেক সȶান িদেলই তেবই আপিন সȶান 
পােবন, নাহেল আপিন ও সȶান পােবন না ।

Q. If you did not become a photographer, what would have
been your alter-ego?

ফেটাƣাফার নাহেল আিম হয়েতা একজন অিত সাধারন মানুষ 
হেয়ই থাকতাম, ইেǱ ĺতা অেনক িকছু হওয়ার িছল িকˍ ĺসʟেলা 
হয়েতা ˰Ƚ পুরন হেতা না, এই ফেটাƣািফেত  এেস আিম িকছু 
পাই আর না পাই সȶানটুʛ ĺপেয়িছ । তাই আমার সমʅ 
˝ভাকাǥী দাদা িদিদ ভাই ĺবান সকলেক আমার আȭিরক 
ধনƟবাদ জানাই ।

Q. Your feeling about Pict-O-Real Club. Any feedback to 
share?

Pict-O-Real Club আমার ĺদখা সবŪেসরার মেধƟ অনƟতম 
ĺসরা ʆান ফেটাƣািফর, ĺযখােন িনরেপǘভােব িবচার করা হয় 
ছিবর, আমার ĺমাবাইেল ĺতালা ছিবǅ Ƶথম ʆান অজŪ ন করায় 
আিম িভষন আনিȱত ও আিম আˀত । অেনক অেনক ধনƟবাদ 
জানাই Pict-O-Real Club ĺক ।
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